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SIR, 
WE Ig THE fullrwing 4 urls which I 5 

7 the liberty of inſcribing to you, is not intended fo much 
10 prove, as to enforce, the principles. which are 
avowed in it. The venerable principles of good order, 
repeatedly proved by ratiocination, and ratified by. the 
experience of ages, are now inſtantaneouſly aſſociated 

with their proofs, when preſented to a mind unwarped 
by paradoxical vanity. Such a mind, God be praiſed. 
charafterizes them to whom both. here and elſe where 
I have the happineſs to bear the paftoral relation. 
Suitably to the folemn occaſion, upon which I delivered 
this ſermon; and ſuitably to tbe ſituation of my country, 
war with all other nations (at leaſt with the principles 
upon which their welfare depends), I endeavoured fo 
to caſt and faſhion my diſcourſe, as might beſt advance 
the ſentiments of patriotiſm” and piety; * Theſe are 


equally proper reſpecting an enemy who is at once in 


arms againſt. us. as Chriſtians, and as a people that are 
as indignantly unwilling to have recourſe to the French 
0 hook for ils Political naxims, as for its leſſons of 

1 ee 


8 


35 


military proweſs. Upon this matured conviftion, the 
Following diſcourſe, as you will perceive, is conſtructed 
In earneſt myſelf, I. earneſtly addreſſed my beloved 
| pariſhioners as Chriſtians and fellow ſubjefts, being 
zealous 10 impreſs them ſtrongly with a ſenſe of the 
duties demanded of them in the preſent criſis of their 
country; and, more eſpecially, with a ſolemn conviction, 
that in aid of, and ſuperior to all the ſtrength of fleets, 
armies, and human council, the reformation of our 
national manners was the moſt probable means of 
ſecuring to us that only affiftance which implies victory 
and enſuing peace. This honeſt attempt ( however im. 
| perfeftly executed), as coming from à very old friend, 
you, fir, I am aſſured, will receive with your ac- 
cuſtomed indul gence, and generous partiality to him: J 
be, in the mean time, from his own perſonal obſervatim, 
knowledge, and experience, muſt perſevere in congralu- 
lating thoſe, who are concerned in your private or 
public character, upon à connection and poſſeſſion, from 
which they will derive all the benefits that are lo be 
erpected from the beſt principles from a very found 
and well-informed underſtanding —from the moſt 
 munificent heart and the _ ne tenor f 
unblemiſhed manners. 13 
1 dave the bonour 10 be, Fes 
DI 30) Wur 1 obliged, uw deln — 
ORSON 9 TY N bumble ſervant, | i . 
W > 3 
KEiypranIns PR, „ 


April 29th, 1 793 3. 


SERMON. 


| Joxr. | il. 13. 


Bend your keurr, and not your 1 and 
turn unto the Lord your God; for be is 

gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and of 

== 5 0 55 __ " me Dim oy _ 


od 


"HE nature bf man as a Et dennen F 
and as a free-agent im a ſtate of pro- 
bation; his perils and his mortality, duly 
conſidered, would, it ſhould ſeem, render the 
fear of his Almighty Creator, his ſtrongeſt 
principle, and the law of God, the governing 
rule of his conduct. But when we alſo reflect 
on the Divine benevole ace, teſtified in the 
diſpenſations of nature and grace, it is to 
be expected, that the ſenſe of the Divine 
goodneſs, as well as power, would in ſuch a 
degree combine the love with the fear of God, 
that men in = genera), who are _——_— by 
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VVV 
Chriſtianity, would, in their conformity to his 
will, preclude occaſion for ſuch penitential 
ſolemnities as this which now claims our moſt 
ſerious obſervance. But if theſe remarks will 
apply, in a wide view, to many and mighty 
nations of men, what ſhould we think and 
feel, who ſtand foremoſt amongſt them on the 
permanent grounds, and with the actual poſ- 
ſeſſion of proſperity? Such grounds exiſt in 
the natural gifts and civil conſtitution. of this 
country—in the temper and underſtanding, of 
its people — in their acquired improvements 
and accom pliſhments—in their extenſive com- 
merce—in their ſpirit of adventure and for- 
titude—in their reputation and power and 


in the mildneſs and purity of their eſtabliſhed 


5 eu In ſhort, we are, and have long 
been a people ſo diſtinguiſhed by all the 
means of national welfare, that I challenge 
all the factors of Innovation, and the peeviſn 
agents of Diſcontent to point out any general 

evil amongſt us; any general evil, I mean, of 

human inſtitution, and under r human control, 
which may not be traced up to the miſconduct 
of abet in the different orders of men, 
rather than to the conſtitution of this country 

Neieiic in 


\ 


=. 


in Church and State. It is an | admirable : 
and admired proof of i its profound wiſdom and 
excellent ſpirit, that it is offenſive and con- 
trary only to thoſe minds and thoſe principles,. 
which, in other reſpects, are the moſt diſ- 
_ poſed, and the moſt favourable to faſtidiouſneſs, 
diſcontent, and envy. We, therefore, I 
conclude, poſſeſs all the motives and means 
of national righteouſneſs; and if we do not 
avail ourſelves of them, we foſter a diſeaſe 
which we are qualified to cure—and injure 
man by the ſame negle&, which is an impivus 
: expreſſion of ingratitude to PTS. 
Reſpecting thoſe of our fellow-citizens who 2. 
are diſcontented with their fituation in this 
country, who unkindly, and not without ſelf- 
conceit (at leaft, there is ground, in the violent 
diſſent of a few againſt a great majority, to 
book for ſomething of this kind), would ſpread | 
their own diſcontentment amon gſt a large and 
happy majority of the natives; reſpecting theſe 
men, who either hate Chriſtianity itſelf, 5 with 
all the genuine malice and ferocity of Apoſtates, 
or only diſlike the form of it eſtabliſhed in 
theſe. realms, or our civil conſtitution re- 
N 15 ſpecting 


f 


e ſpecting theſe men, I fay, who thus and | 


apart from us in theſe prime and efficient re- 
quiſites of a perfect ſociety, we can only pray 
for their welfare and amendment as fellow- 
creatures: we muſt dread the tendency of 
their principles, „if we wiſh the repoſe of 
mankind ; and however we may pity their 
errors, and reſpect their perſons, we muſt ſtill 
' conſider them as armed with opinions which, 
from their wickedneſs or folly, may throw the 
world into confuſion, by endangering the 
peace, invading the rights, and demoliſhing | 


the ſocial ſecurity of mankind. It aſks but 


an ordinary ſagacity to diſcern the probable | 
fruit of ſuch ſeed, and the concluſion will be 
| ratified by the annals of human hiſtory. If 


by the monſter Anarchy, in theſe unprincipled 


times, has been fed into larger dimenſions, 


into a firmer ſtrength, and into a fiercer ſpirit, 


he muſt be oppoſed with augmented ardour 

and powers. We owe the exertion to our- | 
| ſelves, to our country, to all mankind, and 
to the generations to come. It is an exertion 
in the cauſe of juſtice; and this is the common 
- concern of all individuals, nations, and ages. 
To you, and to the e of my country- - 
| men, 


men, I may obſerve, that, when you were 
upon your trials (which of late have been 

many and alarming), you have not omitted to 
teſtify publicly your warmeſt ſenſe of this 
truth, that we, as a nation, are bleſt beyond : 
the lot of all others, in the means and poſ- 
ſeſſion of national proſperity. Therefore, ; my 
preceding ſtatement of our felicity, | %% - 
people, is ſo widely admitted as true, that I 
am now at liberty to omit any farther proofs 
of it, and to deduce that inference from it, 
for which it was introduced, and which T 
conceive pertinent to the preſent ſolemnity. 
Thus then it appears, that the majority of 
a great and enlightened nation, have acknow- 
ledged, in a manner the moſt open, demon- 
ſtrative, and ſatisfactory, their felicity as a 

people, and have pledged themſelves to their 
King and Country, as the ready defenders of 
them at the hazard of their lives. In defence » 

of what, let me aſk you? In defence of the 
unparallelled bleſſings which they and their 
fathers have derived from the great Fountain 
of all good. What then —ſhall we juſtly 
hazard our lives to preſerve an invaluable gift, 
and = the wats forget the donor? Shall we 
* © glory 0 


1%1 

glory in a benefaction, and inſult the 7 "RY 
factor? Shall we, from all the ſelfi ſh motives, 
guard the bleſſings of God, and not conſult 
our generous affections, by practiſing ſuch 
manners as are the beſt expreſſions of our 
gratitude to him? 1s this rational con- 
Ader Is this a decent is this a right 
and ſafe conduct reſpecting Him who is 
lifa, and power, and perfection, and we 
but, duſt and aſhes before him? But if we 
have thus turned from the Lord our God, 
from this ever-flowing and abundant ſpring of 
all our mercies; if we have thus rebelled 
againſt him more and more, in the proportion | 

as he has increaſed his expreſſions of loving- 
Ekindneſs towards us verily, it behoves us 
no to return to Him with all our heart, qvith 

Fallen g. with <weeping, and with mourning. 


Such an act is not merely the ingenuous 


penitence of one whoſe ſeditious conduct has 
inſulted his lawful Sovereign; it is much 
more it is much better it is more neceſſary, 
and much wiſer: for, in the preſent gaſe, it is | 
that important act which reconciles the rebel 4 
do that only King of eg wh! is ; 
to 1. che diſobedient. ad} 


01 
When nations, the fluctuating beings of 
Time, and which, as nations, have no re- 
ſurrection in a future ſtate, oſtentatiouſſy (for 
national depravity glares in the broadeſt day- 
light) hurl their defiance at the throne of the 
Univerſal Sovereign by their manifeſt un- 
righteouſneſs, it is to be expected that the 
awful majeſty, and fize of their puniſhment, | 
will correſ pond to the conſpicuous notoriety 
and enormous magnitude of the offence. 
The wrecks of mighty empires, long ages 
after their deſtruction, ſtill disfigure | the earth, 
and ſhould admoniſh its inhabitants. And 
ſurely the preſent circumſtances of the moſt 
irreligious people, ought to enforce the effect 
of this ſublime admonition. But the avenging : 
lightning of Heaven, which has fallen im- 
 mediately, and is now falling upon this portion 
of the human race, reflects an awful menace 
upon all the neighbouring nations: this flaſh 
from Heaven itſelf is too near not to be ſeen 
by them; it is more or leſs felt by all of them. 
But, praiſed be God, there is at length ground 
for decreaſing terror, and, of courſe, for in- 
creafing gratitude to Him. But now, a vaſt 
conyulfion of the earth was to be dreaded; 
| 25 50 
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but now, it was feared that ſelfiſhneſs and ir- 


religion —all that is ravenous in rapacity—all 


that is inſolent in vanity—all that is blundering | 
in ignorance—all that is ſpiteful in envy—all 
that is bloody in vengeance—and all that is 


wicked in impiety, would be let looſe upon 


the earth in all their worſt forms, with all f 
their worſt attendants, and with all their moſt 


cCalamitous effects. Such were the apprehen- 
ſions of thoſe who had heads to think, or 


hearts to feel for their fellow-creatures. The | 


miſeries actually ſeen in a wide extent ſu ggeſted, 
foreboded, and imaged the like in a ſtill wider: 
| theſe horrors on their wing, on their wideſt 


5 wing, and tending every where every where ; 
: rouſed men into caution into fear — into 


terror into the utmoſt ſpirit and expedition 
of reſiſtance. But when perils ſo manifeſt, 
had not theſe effects on ſome, this their mar- 
vellous folly, or this their treacherous baſeneſs, 


were obſerved by the honeſt part of mankind 


with ſilent horror and inexpreſſible indignation; = 
and obſerved, I truſt, for their own future in- 
i ſtruction, as it has cauſed their preſent utmoſt 
exertion of all human means, to fave them 


ſelves, and the "__ ages, from calamities, 


13 3 : 
of which, alas! we have lately been too well 
qualified to form ſome conception: it, how- 
ever, would have been a very imperfect one, 
even if we had been nearer witnefſes—even if 
we had been preſent ſpectators of the recent 
carnages, which have Soma another page 
in the hiſtory of mankind. | 
It was a new experiment to be made upon | 
the earth, when man was to be expoſed to all 
the latitude of conduct which an authoriſed 
_ negledt of religion, and a faſhionable diſbelief 
of God, muſt have occaſioned ; and when 
man, for the firſt time, was to be aſſigned a. 
_ diſciple to the ſelfiſh, proud, and envious, con- 
tentious and inhuman doctrine of all-levelling 
_ equality. - I call it inhuman, were it for this 
reaſon only, that it obviouſly could not be re- 
duced. into practice, without occaſioning ſuch 


«| deluge of bloodſhed, as the conception of x 
it muſt make humanity ſhudder, whilſt the 


| other forms of miſery attendant upon it, would 
| perhaps be ſtill more calamitous. We conclude 
not now upon conjecture; ; the thorny and 
wounding ſhoots of the tree of liberty (falſely 
ſo called), have already teſtified what farther 
: evils would ariſe, \ were they ſuffered to thicken, 
increaſe 


WES 

increaſe, and flouriſh under univerſal culture. 
One nation has evinced what would be the 
miſery of others, were infidelity (the parent 
and nurſing mother of theſe new-born, un- 
philoſophical, and immoral policies) permitted 
to take her intended range, to'puſh forwards | 

her diſordering and deſolating march within 
the ancient pale of Chriſtendom. It would |} 
be a revolution indeed either terminated by 3 
enormous tyranny ; or if terminating in the 
| happieſt condition of mankind imaginable, | 
even ſuch a conſummation would be purchaſed | 
at a price vaſtly beyond its worth in the cal- 
culation of a man, and much more of a 
_ Chriſtian. And, after all, is Chriſtianity 3 
ſelf in itſelf (for J mean it not as it has been 
modified, warped, disfigured, and abuſed by | 
human ſelfiſhneſs and folly) ; is this excellent 
| ſyſtem of law, promiſe, - and diſcovery, fo 
trivial a poſſeſſion to the human race, that we 


3 ſhould lightly ] hazard the loſs of it? 


There is ſomething in man which towers 
in defire and conception above this earth; he 
pants for immortal life, whilſt he is ſurrounded, | 
and ſtung as he is, with the ſurrounding 
Par: of death ; he is s conſcious of thoughts 
| | which 
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which travel beyond the mighty univerſe, and _ 


wander into the immenſe eternity; he ſtruggles 
indignantly with the evils. of time; he has a 
better part which laments its union with the 
worſe; he has a conception of his impriſonment 


in a ſmall corner of a vaſt and well- inhabited 
univerſe; he has heard of, and without having 
heard of, he could have imagined ſomewhat 


of angelic intelligences, and he cannot but 


form ſome conception of the glorious Creator 
of all things; he ſprings in deſire towards a 
nobler form of exiſtence than this life preſents. 
To man thus thinking, thus wiſhing, and 
thus aſpiring, is unfolded the divine revelation 
of a Saviour, with a law and a promiſe, and 
a diſcovery adapted to train him into a conduct 
worthy of his exalted nature — to yield him 
ſufficient motives for purſuing it, and to ex- 
plain thoſe myſteries reſpecting his future 


deſtination, which had hitherto afflicted the 


wiſeſt of his fellow- creatures. Surely then in 
this one gift of God (the gift of redemption 


now revealed to us by his bleſſed Son), is in- 
cluded an excellency of rule, a ſtrength of 


motive, and a power of price ſufficient to am 
us 5 with, our utmoſt and. adequate abilities, to 


endure 


LOT 

endure patiently, or reſiſt bravely, whatever 

temporary evil, and to juſtify our hope of 
everlaſting happineſs. - What then, as man, 


can we aſk more of God? Say then, ſhal! 


we blot out this inſtructive and animating 
light; ſhall we extinguiſh this ſalutary warmth; 
ſhall we refuſe to accept this tendered grace; 


and ſhall we reject an incontrovertible rule of 


Divine authority, which prompts us to every 
noble and generous effort? Shall we, in 
ſhort, reject a revelation which, raiſing man 
1 hope and knowledge above ad beyond this 
| life, tends to ſubdue every ſelfiſh ſentiment 
| into the pureſt and moſt modeſt magnanimity ; 
and, acquainting him with God, by the plain, 
ſolid, and indiſputable report of God himſelf, 
leaves him in the utmoſt ſtate of peace of 
which he is capable, and in the moſt perfect 
freedom, from the diſtracting tumults of doubt 
and ſpeculation, to fill and crown the ſmall 
| ſpace of his preſent exiſtence, with the pre- 
cious culture of every active virtue? I eaſily | 
_ conceive your anſwer, my Chriſtian brethren, 
to theſe queſtions. But, alas, if we conſider 
the manners of the times, we behold men in 
general, eſtranging themſelves from this tuition 


. 
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* 
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15 1 
of God, and diſregarding 4 che coltleſt | 
donation of the Moſt High. The age is 

marked by the predominancy of irreligion and 
impiety; God is not in our thoughts, as he 

ſhould be; the fleſh predominates over the 
ſpirit; and our eternal intereft is poſtponed 
for our temporal. Wealth, ſecular power, 
ſecular honours—all things ſtand higher in 
general eſtimation and purſuit, than virtue, 
and the ſalvation of our ſouls. All orders of 
men are warped from duty, by the glowing 
warmth of temporal proſperity. . Beſieged 
and undermined as all the nations of Europe 
now are (not indeed ſo much by armed men, 


as by the hideous ſyſtems of Atheiſtical policy), = 
yet although theſe ſyſtems bode at once and 
advance miſrule and univerſal miſery, the in- 


dividuals of each country are too negligent of 


the common good, nor are maſters of that 


ſelf-denial and ſuperiority to perſonal profit 


and pleaſure, which only can ſecure it. They _ 
| have therefore drawn down the menace of the 


Divine judgment, and behold it blackeningover 
their heads. But although, as Joel ſays in his 
animated manner, the earthquakes before them, 
| the heavens tremble, the 'fun and moon are 
| Do. darkened, 


T#1 
darkened, and the fears aoithdraw their ſhming — 
they are ſtill admoniſhed in vain. Though 
(to change the prophetic language, and yet 
retain ſome veſtiges of the ſenſe) all ancient 
order and authority are made to quake to their 

very foundations; though all the wide - ſpread 
wiſdom of learned, experienced, and legiſlative 
antiquity, is ſeen to tremble beneath the ir- 
ruption of untutored fancy, unparallelled 
vanity, and deſolating profligacy ; though all 
the higher and venerable powers and princi- 


palities of men, ordained and inſtituted for 


the reward of heroic exertion, the proteCtion of 
public decorum, the ſolemn adminiſtration of 
law, the majeſty of extenſive government, the 


1 civilization of the human race, and the moſt 
vigorous and rapid exertion of human activity, 


in awful emergencies; though theſe higher 
luminaries, theſe ſuns, and moons of well- 
ordered ſociety are now menaced with darkneſs 
and eclipſe; though the ſtars alſo have began 
to withdraw their, ſhining, though theſe 
| ſecondary lights of the civil firmament, in- 
| ſphered by Honour, preventin g by their luſtre 
univerſal darkneſs, and elevated in their 


bri gh tneſs, as charges to generous emulation, | 
| (| e 


4 %2 


are now threatened to be blotted out under the . 
black cloud of ſpreading ignorance, irreligion, 
and anarchy—yet, alas! theſe terrific ſigns of 


univerſal calamity make not the due impreſſion 
on the minds of men in general — ſo palſied 
are they by luxurious indulgence into criminal Ry 
inſenſibilityſo incapable are they, from |} 


| habityal levity, from habitual ſelfiſhneſs, ß 
the force and generoſity of mind which con- 
ſtitute public ſpirit, and ſo callous are they 
grown, by cuſtomary impiety, to theſe tre- 
mendous intimations and menaces from Heaven 
itſelf. If men in general are thus ſinful, and 
we thus conceive of them, the conception 
muſt impreſs us with horror and fo i 1 
impreſs us. We meet not now to cheat our- 
| ſelves into a falſe confidence, and to ſooth a 
criminal droning into a downright ſleep, into 
the ſleep of death in fin. We have, in truth, 
a mighty: buſineſs before us, reſpecting our 
country, our fellow-creatures, and our God; 
reſpecting time and eternity. Great, in fad 
truth, is the occaſion that we ſhould awaken 
in this perilous moment, that. we ſhould e 
awakened-in order to watch, and perhaps to 
at * beneath the raiſed ſtandard of the inſulted 
D 2 . Lord 


* 


„1 
Lind of Hoſts. Reſpecting the reſt 1 man- 
kind, it is our duty to feel for them, and to 
pray for their converſion; it is ſtill more, it 
is our duty to aid them by our own converſion 
and improved example. Would we ſerve our 
brethren, we muſt not wait for their co- 
operation we muſt haſten to form the ſmall 
number which ſhall fave the city; we muſt 


take hint from the preſent ſolemnity, from 


he faſt of the day, to cultivate into a habit 


paaſſion, that ſupremacy of principle over 
ſenſe, that virtue of philoſophy, and that 
righteouſneſs of Chriſtianity which exalteth a 
man, and which exalteth a nation of men; 


in which at firſt is found the moſt ennobling 
n, of victory, and afterwards the moſt 


tranſporting and laſting ſenſe of joy. In 
3 Pons we muſt now rend our hearts, and not 
our garments, and turn unto the Lord our God, 
| from the motives of love as well as fear— | 
aſſured from his works of nature and grace, 
that he is gracious and merciful, flow to 
anger, of great kindneſs, and ready to turn 
away the evil, when the menace” of it alone 
has produced in us that reformation which is 
war „ 


that ſelf-denial, that ſuperiority of reaſon to 


15 . 
the end of all his ſeverer diſpenſations to R 
| mankind: he would purify their manners, he 
would rectify their principles, and he would _ 
_ accompliſh their eternal ſalvation ; he would 
prove that he created but to bleſs, and that 
his glory, as the maker of all things, conſiſts 


not ſo much in the dif} pay of his e 8 
of his e 
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